THE JAMESON RAID                                 1895-6
I express my sincere congratulations that, supported by your people, without
appealing for the help of friendly Powers, you have succeeded by your own
energetic action against armed bands which invaded your country as dis-
turbers of the peace, and have thus been enabled to restore peace and safeguard
the independence of the country against attacks from outside.
An explosion followed which changed the whole situation.
Mortification at the Raid was now turned to wrath against the Kaiser,
who had thus gratuitously plunged into what Englishmen regarded
as a domestic quarrel between themselves and the Boers. Rhodes and
his friends had long been hinting at German intrigues in. the Transvaal
and the necessity of getting in advance of them. It was now said that
they were well justified, and that the Boer President stood revealed
in his true colours as the intimate of the German Kaiser and engaged
with him in a conspiracy to overthrow British supremacy in South
Africa. Self-respect was restored and the Government mobilized a
naval flying squadron.
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The situation, nevertheless, was one of extreme delicacy and diffi-
culty. In South Africa Cecil Rhodes had been compelled to resign
the Prime Ministership of Cape Colony, and his life-long policy of
co-operation between British and Dutch had been shattered at a blow.
There were now all the elements of a bitter race conflict which were
very likely to issue in war, unless the British Government did strict
justice and cleared itself of all complicity in either conspiracy or Raid.
There was also the danger of serious complications in Europe threaten-
ing the relations of Great Britain with Germany, the Power with whom
it was still her policy to work in close touch for all European purposes.
On the eve of the assembling of Parliament in January, 1896, Chamber-
lain, the Colonial Secretary, published a dispatch addressed to Sir
Hercules Robinson, the High Commissioner for South Africa, in
which he denied all knowledge of the Raid, but defended die agitation
of the Uitlanders as legitimate and constitutional, proposed a scheme
of reforms to the Boer Government, and asserted that the British
Government possessed rights over the external relations of that
Government which it intended to " maintain in their integrity." This
chimed in with the popular mood, but the quieter opinion was that
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